
 

 
COMMISSIONER

Adelaide Horn
 
 
March 8, 2006 
 
 
To: Home and Community Support Services Agencies Providing Community 
 Attendant Services (CAS) 
 
Subject: Information Letter 06-24 Medicare Rx – “Extra help” not available to all 
 individuals receiving Community Attendant Services (CAS) 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has advised the State of Texas 
that an individual receiving Community Attendant Services (CAS) is not automatically 
eligible for Medicare Rx “extra help” (also known as low income subsidy) unless the 
individual also is a: 
 

• qualified Medicare beneficiary (QMB); or 
• specified low-income Medicare beneficiary (SLMB).  

 
The CMS ruling contradicts information previously distributed by the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission (HHSC) and the Texas Department of Aging and 
Disability Services (DADS). 
 
HHSC and DADS recommend that a home and community support services agency 
(HCSSA) advise an individual who is neither a QMB or SLMB and for whom the HCSSA 
provides CAS to: 

• complete a low income subsidy application through the Social Security 
Administration; and 

• enroll in a Medicare Rx prescription drug plan (PDP). 
 
The low income subsidy provides an individual with full or partial assistance in paying 
PDP premiums, deductible, and co-pays. 
 
HHSC and DADS further recommend that a HCSSA tell the individual about: 

• one-on-one counseling and PDP enrollment assistance available from the local 
Area Agency on Aging (AAA), which can be contacted by calling 1-800-252-9240; 
and 

• the list of 16 basic-level Medicare Rx PDPs in Texas with the lowest costs at: 
http://www.txcares.org/medicare/medicarestandalonenew.pdf  

 
A letter signed by DADS Commissioner Adelaide Horn is being sent to each individual 
who receives CAS but who is neither a QMB or SLMB. A copy of the letter is attached. 
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For more information about this CMS ruling, go to the following website:  
http://www.dads.state.tx.us/services/txcares/medicare/news.html#CASEH

 
Direct questions concerning this issue to Gerardo Cantu at 512-438-3693 or 
jose.cantu@dads.state.tx.us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
[signature on file] 
 
Kim Wedel 
Section Director 
Community Services 
 
KW:ss 
 
Attachments 

http://www.dads.state.tx.us/services/txcares/medicare/news.html#CASEH
mailto:jose.cantu@dads.state.tx.us


 

 
COMMISSIONER

Adelaide Horn
 
 
March 1, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Recipient of Attendant Services: 

 
This letter contains very important information regarding your participation in the new Medicare 
prescription drug program, and some very recent changes to information you have been 
provided in the past.  
 
You may remember being told that if you took no action regarding this program you would still 
be automatically eligible for a low-income subsidy from the Social Security Administration and 
you would be enrolled in a Medicare prescription drug program on May 15. This situation has 
now changed. 
 
The federal program that runs Medicare is the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS). CMS has announced that Medicare beneficiaries like you whose only Medicaid benefit 
is Community Attendant Services must do two things to receive Medicare prescription drug 
coverage at a reduced price. You must:  

1) File an application for the low-income subsidy and meet the financial eligibility 
requirements in order to receive the subsidy and,  

2) Choose and enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan.  
 
If you want to receive the prescription drug coverage offered by Medicare, it is important 
you take both of these steps before the enrollment period ends May 15, 2006.  After May 15, 
you will not be able to sign up for a Medicare prescription drug plan until the next enrollment 
period starts November 15, 2006.  
 
For more information about this situation, you may contact your Texas Department on Aging 
and Disability Services (DADS) caseworker.  In the meantime, the website 
www.txcares.org/medicare/medicarestandalonenew.pdf has a list of 16 basic-level Medicare 
prescription drug plans that are among the least expensive being offered in Texas. If you’re 
shopping for a Medicare prescription drug plan, this is a good place to start. Also, one-on-one 
counseling is available through your local Area Agency on Aging (AAA). Call 1-800-252-9240. 
 Before you call, please gather together the following information specific to your situation: 
 
Your address (including city, county and zip code)  
 
Your Medicare number (i.e., HIC number) and effective dates  
 
Your medications, dosage and supply (30 days, 60 days, or 90 days) 
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Name of your preferred pharmacy (the pharmacy where you currently purchase your 
medications) 
 
Do you use mail order to purchase prescriptions? (Yes or no) 
 
Another option for assistance in selecting a Medicare prescription drug plan is Medicare’s Plan 
Finder online tool at www.Medicare.gov. 
 
Remember, the Medicare Rx enrollment period continues until May 15, 2006, so you have time 
to review the plans and find the one that best covers your prescriptions and works with your 
favorite pharmacy.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Adelaide Horn 
Commissioner  
 

http://www.medicare.gov/

