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Long-Term Care Regulatory Provider Letter 

Number: PL 20-05  

Title: New Emergency Preparedness Rule for Assisted Living Facilities 

Provider Type: Assisted Living Facility 

Date Issued: February 5, 2020 
 

1.0 Subject and Purpose 
 
The Executive Commissioner for the Health and Human Services Commission 
(HHSC) has adopted new §553.44, concerning Emergency Preparedness and 
Response in Texas Administrative Code, Title 26 (26 TAC), Chapter 553. The 
new rule adds greater detail and specificity to the current requirement in 
§553.62(d) for an assisted living facility (ALF) to have a written emergency 
preparedness and response plan that addresses a minimum of eight 
specified core functions.  
 
Section 553.44 requirements describe components of the eight core 
functions in more detail and provide additional guidance for developing and 
implementing a written plan to ensure adequate emergency preparedness 
and response.  
 
The adopted rules will be published in the February 7, 2020 issue of 
the Texas Register1. The rule takes effect February 10, 2020. 
Starting May 1, 2020, surveyors will begin to specifically evaluate 
facility compliance with the new rule as part of routine inspections.   

                                       
1 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg/index.shtml 
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2.0 Policy Details & Provider Responsibilities 
 
New §553.44 requires an ALF to:  

• conduct and document a comprehensive risk assessment of potential 
internal and external emergencies or disasters relevant to the facility's 
operations and location that pose the highest risk to the facility; 

• develop and maintain a written emergency preparedness and response 
plan, based on the risk assessment, that addresses the eight core 
functions of emergency management and is adequate to protect 
facility residents and staff in a disaster or emergency; and  

• prepare for a disaster or emergency based on its plan and follow the 
plan in the event of a disaster or emergency.  

 
 
A checklist is being developed that providers can use as a tool for 
ensuring their emergency preparedness and response plan includes 
all of the components in the rule.  

3.0 Background/History 
 
The new rule was developed in response to feedback HHSC received that the 
broad requirement in current rule that addresses the eight core functions 
lacks specificity to assist an ALF in developing an effective emergency 
preparedness and response plan.  
 
HHSC considered informal comments on multiple rule drafts from industry 
representatives and resident advocates, as well as formal public comment on 
the proposed rule, to adopt a rule that adds appropriate detail and specificity 
to the eight core functions which an ALF’s emergency and preparedness plan 
is required to address. In doing so, it provides better direction for an ALF in 
developing a well thought out plan to fulfill the ALF’s responsibility to keep 
its residents safe in the event of a disaster or emergency. 
 

4.0 Contact Information 

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact the Policy, Rules 
and Training Section by email at PolicyRulesTraining@hhsc.state.tx.us or call 
(512) 438-3161. 
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